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modernhvacservices.com
515.635.5525

With the Daikin Fit.

Call or visit us online to claim this offer

THE DAIKIN FIT
Fits Your Space, Fits Your Budget
Rediscover the fun of your backyard

We are offering 0% Financing for  
60 Months when you purchase a Daikin Fit.
Expires September 30th

Traditional Outdoor Unit
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Days are getting shorter. Nights are getting 
cooler. And the home improvement project list 
keeps getting longer.  

Sound familiar?

Well, the “I-will-get-to-it-after-summer” excuse 
won’t work much longer, as the fall season 
approaches. The real trick is to start and finish 
these projects before the holiday season arrives. 
Unfortunately, we all only have 24 hours in a day, and other tasks and 
responsibilities often take priority. As such, we need to turn to local 
professionals to do the jobs right. You are in luck, as we once again are 
offering ideas and solutions from businesses and contractors that may 
help push your projects along.  

We are here to help with another edition of our CITYVIEW Home 
Improvement Guide, packed with examples of what area residents have 
done to spruce up their properties.  

If you are one of the fortunate ones who have your projects completed 
and would like to be featured in an upcoming issue, please send me a 
note. We would enjoy sharing your successes, too. 

Thanks for reading, and good luck on those fall projects. n

Shane Goodman
President and Publisher

Big Green Umbrella Media
shane@dmcityview.com

515-953-4822, ext. 305

Back to the project list
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WHOLE HOUSE

Dave and Cheryl Saunders’ primary goal 
for their Adel home renovation was to add 
functionality suitable to their lifestyle. The 
added class was just a bonus.

Dave and Cheryl worked with RCI Builders to 
do the upgrades. The functional renovations 
included adding first-floor living space — a 
bedroom with sitting area and bathroom 
— as well as reducing the need for routine 
maintenance by generally upgrading appliances 
and utilities. Personal touches made the home 
feel like it was theirs. 

The wish list, “must-have” list and the vision 
for the renovations morphed throughout the 
process. Over time, their list came to include a 
number of “while-we-are-at-it” items, as Cheryl 
puts it. 

The renovation began with the first-floor master 
bedroom suite, sitting area, and a breezeway 
addition connecting to the existing garage. The 
expansion was connected to the existing kitchen 
and dining room. It provided an excellent 
opportunity to redo those rooms while they 
were at it. 

Gutting the kitchen and dining room exposed 
the plumbing and electric systems in the upstairs 
rooms, so Dave and the team thought, “Why 
not hit them while we have the opportunity?”

Craftsman remodel and addition
Combining “must-haves” and “while-we-are-at-its”

Dave and Cheryl Saunders’ home improvement 
projects included an exterior renovation, an 
addition and a breezeway connecting the 
addition to the garage.

Dave and Cheryl Saunders chose to 
incorporate the Craftsman style in their 
renovations, including the kitchen. The kitchen 
and dining room flow seamlessly into the 
home’s addition.

By Chantel Boyd

BEFORE

AFTER

AFTER

BEFORE
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The renovation also presented an excellent 
opportunity to address the living room and the 
old windows throughout the house. 

With all the improvements inside and out, 
the Saunders’ overall request was to ensure 
the changes looked consistent with the home’s 

original design and architecture, allowing it to 
retain its original grandeur. The home was built 
in the classical American Foursquare design 
with Craftsman features. 

“We wanted to keep it looking that way 
after we were finished, with a few modern 

adjustments,” Dave says.

The couple chose products and design features 
for the project based on whether they would 
be consistent with the original house plans. 
The double-hung architectural windows, wood 
doors, interior trim, hardwood floors, painted 

Dave and Cheryl Saunders’ home renovations included a thorough 
overhaul of their home, inside and out. Cheryl says the kitchen may be 
her favorite area of improvement for functionality and appearance.

The interior Craftsman-style trim and windows bring a cohesive look 
throughout the home, including in the remodeled bathroom.

AFTER
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exterior cedar siding, roofing details and frames 
were chosen to look original. 

Through it all, the Saunders were grateful for 
their renovation team.

“The great work of our architect (Glen 
Huntington) and builder (RCI Builders) helped 
keep it all on track,” says Cheryl.

They called it “challenging” to select their 
favorite improvement because so many upgrades 
helped them put their stamp on the stately 
home and improve their quality of life. But, if 
pressed to choose, Cheryl says it would have to 
be the kitchen.

“The most impactful improvements we were 
able to make were to the existing kitchen and 
dining room spaces and how they were able to 
merge the new addition and the existing house. 
It made for a very natural feeling joining of old 
and new.”

Dave and Cheryl’s advice to other homeowners wanting to renovate is to 
really know what you’re after.

“For anyone contemplating this type of renovation project, be honest 
with yourself on cost and timelines before you get started. Don’t let 

‘while we are at it’ surprises take away from all the enjoyment resulting 
from the finished project.”

Doug and Cheryl are pleased with the improvements. As Cheryl says, 
“We love the whole renovation, and we wouldn’t change a thing.” n

The Saunders wanted to remain true to their home’s original classical American Foursquare 
design with Craftsman features throughout the home, as can be seen in the living room.

AFTER

www.trwconcreteinc.com • 515-554-3606

We work hard to make your dreams into reality, 
to enhance the value of your home and make it 

a more enjoyable place to live. 

REVAMP YOUR REVAMP YOUR 
PROPERTYPROPERTY

with quality concrete craftsmanship!

Contact us today for all your concrete & epoxy needs!

504 E Grand Ave, Des Moines | (515) 244-6749 | Since 1936

WE HAVE IT.WE HAVE IT.
Providing faucet parts, modern faucets, bathroom 
plumbing fixtures, and kitchen plumbing fixtures

IF IT’S HARD TO FIND...

WE CARRY TOTO, DELTA & KOHLER FIXTURES!
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Get ready to gather over a great meal with help from the experts in kitchen upgrades.  NFM not only helps you refresh 
for less, but we back up our unbeatable prices with factory-trained staff and top brands from across the appliance world. 

Let NFM handle the tough stuff, because all you should have to worry about is what’s for dinner.

FLOORING  |   APPLIANCES  |   ELECTRONICS

Longer Freshness 
with Beko 

Refrigerators

15500 Hickman Road Clive, IA 50325
515-727-6500

nfm.com
©2023 Nebraska Furniture Mart, Inc.

20 22

Ask about our
Countertop
Fabrication!
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Luke and Tori Reese purchased their home in Grimes in 
December 2021 and moved in the following April. When 
they were searching for their first house, they wanted to 
find a suburb near their parents in Waukee and Johnston, 
and they liked that Grimes was a growing but still a close-
knit community. While the house wasn’t a perfect house, it 
was perfect for them.

“We knew when we bought the place that there was a lot 
of potential to make the place our own,” Tori says. “That’s why we loved it so much.”

The first thing they tackled was a living room and mud room renovation, utilizing a 
single car garage that the previous owner had already converted into living space. The 
couple wanted more storage options right off the bat. There wasn’t a good place for 
shoes or coats, and the space they had for kitchen items was minimal. For the project, 
storage and functionality were the main goals.  

They found local contractors, like Deaver Electric, to help them with their vision. For 
the drywall, they hired a local handyman. 

When Luke and Tori Reese moved into their home, they 
wanted to turn a converted garage area into a more 
functional part of their home. The space now includes a 
second living room, along with a pantry and mudroom.

By Ashley RullestadLIVING ROOM

Clear vision drives renovation
Living room, mud room and pantry overhauled to add functionality.

AFTERBEFORE

SHOWROOM: Corner of 63rd and 
Railroad Ave. in West Des Moines  

iowalumberandconstruction.com   

515-255-1200 

PATIO COVERS & AWNINGS 
STORM & ENTRY DOORS

SUNROOMS 
WINDOWS AND SIDING

The highest quality products, 
customer satisfaction and 

continuing confidence make Iowa 
Lumber & Construction a leader 

in the home improvement industry.

BUILT ON SERVICE 
AND DEPENDABILITY
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“We knew if we hired out, we wanted 
someone local and smaller rather than 
chain or big builder,” Tori says.

Tori has a passion for interior design, so 
she used online resources to find things 
she liked and wanted to incorporate in 
the space. She created mockups to see 
everything together, and, from there, Luke 
made a CAD model in order to get proper 
measurements. 

They say having a clear vision helped. The 
couple would spend weeks, sometimes 
months, discussing what they wanted, what 
materials they planned on using, what 
color they wanted to paint things. It was a 
bit tedious, but it helped ensure they ended 
up with something that truly made them 
happy.

They say they are thrilled with the result 
and said the project has given them 
everything they needed and more. The 
couple uses the spaces every day and say it’s 
like the home was made for them.

“I love that it gives us a more formal space,” 
Tori says. “I use the second living room a 
lot to read in, and it gives us more space for 

our energetic puppy to run around in. The 
pantry and mudroom have been so helpful 
for storage and added working space as we 
added outlets to the pantry so we can use 
appliances on the countertop.”

Of course, as homeowners, they have 
realized the cycle of home improvement 
wish list items never ends. Soon, they are 
hoping to move their attention to the 
exterior.

“We have some big plans for the backyard,” 
Tori says. n

The Reeses added storage in the renovated mudroom 
space.

Luke and Tori Reese tackled a major 
renovation shortly after moving into their 
home. Photo by Todd Rullestad

AFTER

877-281-0689
fidelity-bank.com

177 S. Jordan Creek Parkway, West Des Moines | NMLS #408078

Thinking of a 
Home Upgrade?

Visit our website to learn more and get started today.

Our loan officers can help 
you with buying, building or 
remodeling your home.
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KITCHEN + CLIMBING WALL

Formal dining out; more kitchen space in
Plus, a basement climbing wall

By Jackie Wilson

Jamie and Ben Rempe’s home in West Des Moines is in an ideal 
location, close to amenities, nestled in a great neighborhood.

Yet, the layout inside wasn’t functional. With three kids, they needed a 
large landing spot for shoes and backpacks. The wood was too dark and 
a formal living room went unused.

As the pair discussed options, they hired an expert from Red House 
Remodeling. They say they were thrilled with the designer’s unique 
suggestions.

“We told her what we were looking for,” Ben says. “We thought we 
needed to add on. Instead, they were able to rearrange with the square 
footage we already had.”

At right: Isabella, Charlotte and Alice Rempe in their kitchen before 
color and texture were added in the remodel. The navy color ties in 
the upstairs and downstairs. After photo by Jackie Wilson

BEFORE

AFTER
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The biggest change was in the kitchen. The 
formal dining room was eliminated as they 
pushed the kitchen walls back two feet. In 
a portion of the old dining room is now a 
bigger laundry room, mudroom and a place 
to store kids’ items.

“Now we don’t have to look at dirty shoes, 
as it’s out of sight,” Ben says.

The other side of the old dining room 
includes a large walk-in pantry, which 
houses a secret door.

“When we close the pantry, it looks like it’s 
a cabinet face with clean lines. Ben wanted a 
‘surprise’ door,” Jamie says.

Next up was changing the dark wood near 
the fireplace and windows, painting it a soft 
white. They tore out the carpet and tile, 
shifting the flooring to a lighter wood color. 
The kitchen cupboards were already white, 
so they painted navy on the expanded island 
and added copper-colored light fixtures. It 
was easy to figure out color schemes.

“The designer showed us ideas, and we When finishing the basement, the Rempes added a climbing wall. Photo by Jackie Wilson

CENTRAL IOWA’S PREMIER 
ROOFING COMPANY

ROOFING • SIDING • DECKS • ADDITIONS • REMODELS • & MORE

Locally Owned & Operated

CALL OUR TEAM TODAY! 

(515) 689-3700!
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bookmarked our favorites. The designer had a 
good sense of what we liked, and we didn’t have 
to sort through hundreds of options,” Jamie 
says.

When the couple moved into their home in 
2013, the basement remained unfinished and 
often served as a racetrack for the kids’ bicycles. 
It was time to update that space as well. They 

put in a mini climbing wall and a play and craft 
area. A child-size door opens to a tiny hideaway 
for the girls. A large screen TV with a big couch 
is ideal for movie nights and sleepovers. The 

An outdated family room became an inviting and stylish living area during the remodel. After photo by Jackie Wilson

BEFORE AFTER

PROVIDING THE BEST 
IN LIGHTING FOR 
HOME BUILDERS, 

REMODELERS, AND 
INTERIOR DESIGNERS.

DESIGNER SHOWROOM 
IN ANKENY

echolightinggallery.com
(515) 203-6345
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navy downstairs coordinates with the color scheme upstairs.

A front room, which was part of the formal dining room, was made 
smaller and is now a music room with a painted wall feature.

“The girls can practice the violin, and the sound is more contained,” 
Ben says.

The family was fortunate to live temporarily in Ben’s parents’ condo 
during the remodel. 

“It was a tight fit for four months. We were fortunate to not live 
through the mess,” he says.

Now the place is complete. Ben says it was worth the wait.

“I love that we can each have our own space but be together,” he says. 
“It seems like everything opened up, and it feels so much bigger in 
here. We looked at other homes. We could have bought new, but it was 
expensive. We wanted to reinvest what we have here. We’ll be here for a 
while.” n

Ben and Jamie Rempe of West Des Moines, along with their dog, 
Agnes, enjoy their new kitchen. Photo by Jackie Wilson

During their remodel, the Rempes carved out a space for a music 
room. Photo by Jackie Wilson

Count on our honest and certified 
technicians to give long-lasting  
solutions to your HVAC needs.

IOWA’S IOWA’S 
MOST MOST 

TRUSTED TRUSTED 
in home comfort

CALL SCHAAL YA’ALL!
515-384-0881

5670 NW Beaver Dr. Johnston, IA   515-384-0881

CallSchaalYaall.com

✓  Air Conditioning
✓  Heating
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✓  Geothermal
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Brian and Becky Coffelt 
moved into their home 
four years ago in the spring 
of 2019. The house was 
built in the early 2000s, so 
they knew there were some 
changes they wanted to make 
to update the style and make 
it more their own. They 
decided to start outside first 
and then worked their way 
inside.

Recently, they refinished 
their dated bathroom. The 
wish list included a custom 
shower, floor replacement, 
new light fixtures and a 
repainted vanity.

The Coffelts’ outdated bathroom was transformed with modern flooring, light fixtures and updated vanity and 
mirrors.

By Ashley RullestadBATHROOM

Warm, luxurious and timeless
Bathroom transformed from drab to stylish.

BEFORE AFTER

info@spinemoving.com
spinemoving.com

FAMILY/VETERAN-OWNED BUSINESS

Whether you’re moving across town or across the 
country, we shoulder the hard work and worries 

so you can focus on more important things. 

Planning Your Next Move?

“Movers on a Mission.”

FREE, 
NO-OBLIGATION 

ESTIMATES

FURNITURE MOVING
BOXES & SUPPLIES

CLIMATE-CONTROLLED STORAGE
PACKING & UNPACKING

LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE

Scan here for a 
FREE 

QUOTE!
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“My wife and I enjoy 
more of a modern style 
of design,” Brian said. 
“We focused on what we 
wanted our shower to 
look like first and worked 
our way out into the rest 
of the bathroom.”

When it came time to 
find a contractor, Coffelt 
started with a basic 
Google search, but it 
was frustrating that he 
couldn’t seem to get in 
touch with anyone after 
getting a quote for the 
project. Tapper Builders 
was recommended to 
him by a friend. He met 
with Spencer Tapper and 
explained the vision they 
have for the space.

“He was very knowledgeable about what would be needed and even 
had suggestions. I chose Tapper Builders after meeting with Spencer 
because you could tell he was organized, a great communicator and had 
extensive industry knowledge. He knew exactly when his team could 
start and how long the project would take. Tapper Builders made the 
rest of the process easy by communicating what was being done and 
when it would be completed.”

The Coffelts wanted to go with a modern but timeless design that also 
felt like luxury. They chose white subway tiles that were slightly larger 
than normal and went with black grout for the modern feel. They also 
picked out an industrial frameless door along with a rain showerhead to 
bring in the luxury accents. 

Though they wanted a modern look, they also wanted to give the space 
a warm feeling. They chose a porcelain tile for the floor that added 
warmth by looking like wood but with a waterproof design. They 
finished the bathroom by updating the vanity with fresh paint, adding 
black fixtures and installing modern double mirrors. 

The couple is thrilled with the final result. Brian said he is a big fan of 
the shower with plenty of room along with a more updated design.

Of course, home improvement projects seem to be never-ending, 
particularly when your home gets to a certain age. The Coffelts have 
plans to replace their main floor flooring and extend their patio in the 
backyard next.

The best advice Brian has when it comes to starting a project is 
researching what you want and then talking through the logistics with 
someone knowledgeable about renovations. 

“Come up with a plan and share it with someone. Collaboration can 
help create something you didn’t think was possible, or it can simply 
reinforce your feelings that your gut was right all along.” n

Brian Coffelt says he and his wife, Becky, 
enjoy the modern style of their renovated 
bathroom, which features a custom walk-
in shower. Photo by Todd Rullestad

OUR GOAL 
IS SIMPLE…
To create a space that will enhance 
your life for years to come.

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
www.woodharbordm.com  |  515.278.1531

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT 

10627 Aurora Avenue, Urbandale

Woodharbor is your 
one stop shop for 

kitchen, bath and home 
remodeling projects.

Our designers are 
exceptional at guiding 
you through the entire 
process from design to 

product selections.  
Our expert craftsmen 
will bring your design 

to reality.
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Sarah Trone Garriott and her husband, Will Garriott, 
were on a deadline for purchasing a new house. Sarah is 
a state senator, and her district was in Windsor Heights. 
In 2021, her district shifted west, so she needed to 
establish residency in West Des Moines quickly to be 
able to run for office for Senate District 14.

It was 2021, and the demand for houses was high, 
which meant few homes were available, nor could they 
build anything quickly enough. They found a home 
that included ample room for two dogs and two sons, 
and it was in a good neighborhood. It wasn’t perfect, 
but there was potential. The biggest downfall was the 
previous owner smoked, and the smell permeated the 
home.

“Everything needed replacing, resurfacing or painting. 
It scared off a lot of buyers,” Sarah says. “We didn’t 
have much choice, but it had exciting possibilities.” 

Sarah Trone Garriott with husband, Will Garriott, and sons, Ian and Gus, enjoy time in 
the family room with pets Bruce and Puddin. When the family moved into their home, 
they began the process of remodeling to suit their needs. Photo by Jackie Wilson

By Jackie WilsonWHOLE HOUSE

Imperfect home offers potential
Remodeling after speedy home purchase

Natural Stone for a Naturally Beautiful Home

369 Hakes Drive, Norwalk | 515-244-8604 
info@rowatcutstoneandmarble.com

www.RowatCutStoneandMarble.com 

Granite, Marble, Quartz, Limestone, Tile



18  CITYVIEW  |  HOME IMPROVEMENT GUIDE  |  Fall 2023 Fall 2023  |  HOME IMPROVEMENT GUIDE  |  CITYVIEW

They wanted to remodel immediately and fix up 
the place before they moved in, but the timing 
didn’t work out. Sarah began painting the “ugly” 
taupe ceilings and numerous walls until workers 
could come in.

Tearing out all the carpet in the family room 
and updating the kitchen was their priority. 
They replaced the dark wood cabinets and re-
did the layout of the kitchen. The kitchen was 
previously in a corner. A new window added 
above the kitchen sink brightens up the place. 

They put in black granite for a center island, 
which was a more affordable option. Sarah was 
going to put in a backsplash behind the kitchen 
counters but opted for unique brick instead. 

“We like the natural stone colors,” she says.

The couple wanted to install the cabinets before 
installing the wood floors, but the cabinets were 
on back order. While waiting for cabinets, the 
family of four lived in the basement for four 
months.

“We had a lot of family togetherness and ate out a lot. Life was chaos. We 
moved stuff into the garage, and we lived out of boxes,” Sarah recalls.

She enlisted the help of Larry Lyons with Remodelworx for several 
projects. Wolfgang Studios offered design work in laying out the kitchen. 
Architectural Surfaces in Grimes provided natural stones for several 
surfaces.

Sarah is a DIY-er and enjoys fixing up items on her own. It’s not just to 
save money, but it’s the satisfaction of doing it herself, she says. 

As the remodel slowly came together, the sunroom became an ideal 
dining area. She built a kitchen table just in time for Thanksgiving by 
first purchasing the table legs, staining and refinishing the wood while 
Larry put the pieces together.

“We went with wood floors, which should last the lifetime of the home,” 
she added.

A favorite spot is the open kitchen, which is now more welcoming to 
guests.

“We love the counter space, and now our family can all be together. It’s a 
better space for entertaining,” she says.

The rest of the decor is combining old with the new. Her grandmother’s 
reupholstered chair is a favorite spot in the family room. Antique lamps 
and tables add finishing touches. 

“Everything feels unique to me. When we walked in initially, it was dark 
and basic builder grade. Now, everything is brightened up and makes us 
feel more like us,” she says.

The couple has more upcoming projects on the upper level, including 
redoing the bathrooms and landscaping outside. Yet, Sarah is up for the 
challenge.

“It’s been so much work. I love to paint. The house had exciting 
possibilities, and now it feels like it’s ours.” n

The kitchen layout was altered and a variety of 
materials used to give it an updated look. After 
photo by Jackie Wilson

BEFORE

AFTER

fcifloors515.com
121 SE Shurfine Dr, Ste 3, Ankeny, IA • 515-989-8085

Locally owned and proudly serving Central Iowa

Carpet. Tile. Hardwood. Luxury Vinyl. Laminate. 

Mobile Showroom with 
Free Design Consultation

Scan to 
schedule!
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CRAFTSMANSHIP PASSED DOWN FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION

3201 100th Street, Urbandale • www.AmishHausFurniture.com
Between Hickman & Douglas On 100th Street   (515) 270-1133   Facebook: @amishhausfurniture

 I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E 

SHERIDAN BEDROOM 
COLLECTION

WEST 
COAST 
ATTITUDE
This collection features 
a sophisticated twist 
of modern design with 
arts & crafts details and 
joinery. It features walnut 
inlays and drawer fronts, 
hidden drawers and black 
iron accents.


