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By Shane Goodman  |  Publisher

We are in the midst of summer, and if your 
home is like ours, you are also in the midst 
of a number of home improvement projects. 

In a next-stage-of-life simplification 
effort, my wife and I decided to sell our 
family home of 17 years and move into a 
townhome. Not in a simplification effort, 
we also bought a cabin on a lake that needed 
a number of improvements. Our goal was to have the projects 
completed by summer so we could get outside and enjoy the warm 
weather. We did a good job on the indoor projects. What we didn’t 
plan on were the outdoor ones.

With a new septic system installed last fall, we had serious lawn 
work to do. Irrigation system installed. Lawn seeded. Bushes 
planted. The list goes on, and so do the weeds. When will all the 
projects end? The answer, of course, is never.  

If you are like us, you will tackle some DIY projects but will reach 
out to professionals, too. I have often regretted taking on projects 
myself. I have never regretted hiring a pro. 

Whether you are looking to start a new project and need ideas, or 
if you are up to your neck in tasks and need help, this guide will 
surely aid you.  

Thanks for reading. n

Simplification efforts

GreenState guarantees you’ll get the Best Rate 
on your CD or IRA! If you find a better 

advertised rate at a local financial institution, 
we’ll not only match it …we’ll beat it.

If you find a better advertised yield on a 
CD or IRA at a financial institution based 
in the counties we serve, GreenState will 
beat it. Guarantee available for a limited 

time only. Applies only to CDs or IRAs with 
comparable terms and conditions. Does not 
apply in those cases where the credit union 

does not offer a comparable 
product. Not available to public 
organizations or other financial 
institutions. Maximums apply.

GreenState.org
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WHOLE HOME REMODEL

After 10 years of living in their Woodland 
Heights home along the Ingersoll Avenue 
corridor, Mel and Myk Guanci decided it was 
time for a change.

A major remodel touched every corner of 
the Guanci residence, sans the garage and 
basement, and took half a year to complete. 
Now, their boxy 1919 home is unrecognizable, 
with a refreshed exterior, open concept layout, 
master suite and two extra bathrooms.

“It was better than we could have dreamed 
of,” Mel said. She and her husband share their 
home with their two young children and family 
dog.

After hopping from house to house 
across the country and embarking 
on various DIY projects, the Guancis 
decided this time they should leave it 
to the professionals. Daunting structural issues 
cemented their decision.

“We had a broken floor joist, so the home 
wasn’t level, and then we could see through 
the main floor into the basement in a couple 
of areas,” Mel said. “It just really needed some 
tender loving care.”

Although they began the process before the 
pandemic, plummeting interest rates later 
worked in their favor when they refinanced 
their construction loan into a mortgage.

The nearly $250,000 renovation reduced the 
entire house down to studs. Some homeowners 
might flinch at seeing their 10-year home 
demolished, but not the Guancis. Mel said they 
were the “freak clients” who visited the project 
every week to marvel at the progress.

“I remember when we turned the lights on for 
the first time, I was like, ‘Oh, babe, get the 
sunglasses,’ ” she said with a laugh. Previously, 
a single ceiling fan light fixture had illuminated 
the entire main floor. “It’s just so bright and 
cheery; I love it.”

Mid-century modern beauty
Full home renovation transforms Des Moines residence.

A cramped alley kitchen offered little storage and gathering space. Now, the airy and 
open kitchen is the focal point of the Guanci home. Photo by Andraya Stender

By Sofia Legaspi Dickens

BEFORE
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The living room features a mid-century modern design with bright pops of color — and ample light. Photo by Andraya Stender

BEFORE
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Pink tile, striking black walls and gold fixtures are 
featured in a brand-new half bathroom on the main level. 
Photo by Andraya Stender

While they wanted an open concept, the 
Guancis weren’t fixated on a particular 
design vision, instead giving free rein 
to their contractors: Zenith Design 
& Build and Texturious Designs. The 
home’s clean lines combine beauty with 
function. And not only is it an aesthetic 
treat — it’s a mental health boost, Mel 
said.

“There’s really something magical to the 
home transformation process where you 
feel really good about your home,” she 
said. “When we cleaned our home, we 
would scrub and it would never look 
clean — and the time it takes to clean our 
home. But now, when we clean our home, 
it just looks clean.”

Their home’s new design also facilitates 
minimum clutter. Most of their 
furnishings, decor and storage solutions 
are inspired by mid-century modern style.

“We really wanted a minimalistic look,” 
Mel said. “When you have two kids and 
you’re busy, it’s just nice not to have 
clutter. We’re living more minimally than 
we ever have been in our previous years 

together. So that reduces a lot of the 
stress, and it simplifies everything.”

Other highlights in the home include 
cheerful yellow doors, a soaking tub in 
the master suite and a pink and black 
powder room that Mel deemed “an ode 
to Mexico.” But the kitchen was the most 
welcome transformation.

“I had, like, two feet of counter space, and 
when you’re making cinnamon rolls, that 
is just not enough space,” Mel joked.

Mel Guanci lives in her Woodland 
Heights home with her husband Myk, 
two young children and dog.

We’re ready to put our window & door expertise to work for you!
www.bureshhomesolutions.com

9379 Swanson Boulevard, Suite D, Clive

CALL TODAY! 515-247-2957

High performing replacement 
windows for your home.

FREE IN-HOME 
OR VIRTUAL 

CONSULTATIONS

NO HIGH-PRESSURE SALES TACTICS
NO PRICING OR DISCOUNT GIMMICKS

JUST AN HONEST, STRAIGHTFORWARD, PRICE
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Pink tile, striking black walls and gold fixtures are 
featured in a brand-new half bathroom on the main level. 
Photo by Andraya Stender

By repurposing a solarium space off the master bedroom, contractors were able to convert a boxy bedroom 
into a master suite with a large closet and bathroom with a soaking tub. Photo by Andraya Stender

What used to be a closed-off 
alley kitchen is now open and 
airy. Kitchen cabinetry flows 
into the dining room, providing 
much-needed storage space, 
and tearing down walls gave the 
family the kitchen peninsula of 
their dreams.

“A lot of designers will say the 
kitchen island is the focal point 
and the central point of a home 
where everyone gathers, and 
that’s so true for our family,” Mel 
said. The family frequently hangs 
out in the kitchen and dining 
area, doing puzzles, playing 
games and making home-cooked 
meals on an impressive gas range 
they’ve nicknamed “Big Mama.”

As the Guancis enter their 
second year in their completely 
renovated home, the joy and 
excitement have yet to wear off.

“It’s not every day that you get 
to invest in your forever home,” 
Mel said. n
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Nicole and Tony McKillip have lived in their 
home on Ankeny’s southwest side for almost 
14 years. 

“When we first moved into our house, we were 
just starting our family, and we liked our house 
as it was,” Nicole McKillip said. “We knew 
we would finish the basement but didn’t think 
then about updating anything else.”

As time went on, their family grew to four kids: 
Trey, 16; Carson, 13; and twins Quinn and 
Kylie, 8. After COVID hit — and everyone 
was spending more time outdoors — the 
McKillips decided it was time to take on an 
outside project. 

“I wanted a backyard paradise for our family 

to hang out,” McKillip said. “Instead of having 
to travel to a beach for that peaceful, relaxing 
feeling, I just wanted to have that stepping out 
to our backyard.”

The couple had Valley Pools and Hot Tubs 
install an in-ground pool in the fall of 2021. 

To further enhance the pool setting, they also 
wanted to add some sort of entertainment 
space for relaxing.  A friend of theirs, Matt 
Madsen of Madsen Renovations, does 
construction and remodeling, and Jason and 
Nicole had seen some of the home projects he 
had done. 

Matt and his business partner, Jason Moore of 
Spot On Construction, came over and provided 

an estimate for them. They had a couple of 
pictures of a basic gazebo cover that they were 
thinking about, and Matt and Jason came up 
with the design from there. 

“It was their idea to use barn wood and pillars, 
and that is what added so much character to 
our cabana. The whitewash really gives it a 
beach feel.”

The McKillips say they are thrilled with the 
new space, which was completed in time for 
summer hangouts with family and friends. 
Nicole’s favorite thing about the project is how 
it makes her family feel. It’s like their own little 
outdoor oasis right at their house. It also adds a 
lot of living space onto the house because, even 
during the heat of the summer, they are able to 

The McKillips’ backyard oasis includes a poolside cabana that provides ample space for relaxing and entertaining.

By Ashley Rullestad BACKYARD

A backyard oasis
New pool, cabana provide new opportunities for relaxing and entertaining.
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head outside and swim or relax in the cabana’s 
shade instead of all being cooped up indoors.

McKillip tells people who are thinking about 
taking on a project to go for it. You don’t 
have to necessarily recoup the cost of your 
investment when you sell the property, if that 

project is something your family will love and 
enjoy — especially if you don’t see yourselves 
moving any time soon, she says.

“I think if you know you are going to be in 

your house for a while, make the changes that 
you are excited about and that are good for 
your family. Don’t worry about what the next 
owner would like.” n

Construction begins on the cabana that was 
built to complement the new backyard pool. 

Besides adding a pool to their backyard, the McKillips had a cabana built for additional 
entertainment space. 

Your complete flooring store since 1964
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louiesfloorcovering.com 

2709 Ingersoll Ave., Des Moines
Family owned and operated for more than 50 years.

VOTED AS 
DES MOINES’ 

BEST LOCAL
FLOORING 

STORE!

Family Owned  
Over 50 years of Experience

2 0 2 2

MADE PERFECT
kitchens

See the latest innovations and talk with our helpful factory-trained experts. At NFM, you’ll find enormous
selection, top brands and the best value in the area for all your flooring, appliance & electronics needs.

Plus, we offer precise, professional installation the way you want it, when you want it. Count on Nebraska Furniture Mart  
to provide superior service, quality products and affordable prices all in one convenient location.

F L O O R I N G  ❘  A P P L I A N C E S  ❘  E L E C T R O N I C S
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MAIN FLOOR

Taking the time
For the Websters, adding their personal touches meant not rushing projects.

By Lindsey Giardino

Alysia Webster and her family moved 
into their Bondurant home in May 
2021 and wanted to put their own 
touch on it. But they took their time 
doing so — something Webster feels 
adamant about.

“It is really easy to rush through 
projects and move into a home and 
think you need to have it exactly the 
way you want right now, but it’s much 
more satisfying to take your time and 
curate your home and safe space,” she 
says. 

Webster describes her preferred style 
as organic modern with touches of 
eclectic and thrifted pieces. So, the 
house, which has undergone a number 
of projects, reflects that. 

One of Webster’s favorite parts of their 
updated home is the sage green cabinets 
she painted in the kitchen. 

Alysia Webster’s favorite 
updates to her family’s home 
are the kitchen cabinets she 
painted sage green and the 
new quartz countertops.

BEFORE

The bar-height counter was converted to an island, with quartz countertop and full-height backsplash.

BEFORE
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“I used Fusion Mineral Paint, and they were a labor of love,” 
she explains. “I did it by myself but am so happy with how 
they turned out. I had gotten a quote for new cabinets and had 
to decide between the quartz countertops I wanted and new 
cabinets. I was able to keep what I had and was able to finish 
them for less than $400. They’ve held up amazingly.”

In the future, Webster plans to paint the cabinets in their RV 
using the same paint brand. 

“I just need to take a few deep breaths before I commit to all 
the work I know it will take,” she says. 

Other kitchen projects included cutting down the bar-height 
counter to an island, installing quartz countertop and full-
height backsplash — both of which were done by Iowa Legends 
— and adding new cabinet pulls, appliances and more. 

The Websters also changed the light fixtures on the main floor, 
updated a bathroom and installed a wall of built-in bookshelves 
in the office. Additionally, new curtains and paint gave the 
home an added breath of fresh air. 

Webster explains that the cabinet painting alone took about 
four weeks, and the countertop and backsplash from demo to 
completion was wrapped up in six weeks. 

Now the home thoroughly reflects Webster and her family, 
making all the hard work and time worth it, she says. n

New window 
treatments, brighter 
walls and a new 
light fixture turned 
a dark dining area 
into one that is now 
vibrant and airy.

BEFORE

By Lindsey Giardino

“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.” 
Proverbs 11:30

Professional Tree 
Removal Services For 

Your Home Or Business

Locally Owned & Operated • Licensed & Insured

✓ TREE REMOVAL
✓ TREE PRUNING
✓ STUMP REMOVAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

CALL TODAY!
515-802-1130
TheTreeServiceIA.com

on Google and Facebook
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When Gabby and Jeff Fisher looked at a 
home in Barrington Estates in West Des 
Moines, they thought the house looked 
a little too “1990-ish.” With honey oak 
trim and a split level layout, they weren’t 
sold on the dated look and design. After 
all, Gabby, who is a real estate agent, 
could easily search for the right home.

Gabby and Jeff Fisher modernized their kitchen by replacing the wood-finish cupboards and 
railings with a sleek design featuring white and slate blue cabinets. The railing ties in with the 
light fixtures and island chairs with a modern industrial touch.

By Jackie WilsonWHOLE HOME

Into a new century
Makeover transforms 1990s feel into a modern vibe.

BEFORE
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MidwestComfortIowa.com
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SUNROOMS 
WINDOWS AND SIDING

The highest quality products, 
customer satisfaction and 

continuing confidence make Iowa 
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in the home improvement industry.

BUILT ON SERVICE 
AND DEPENDABILITY
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The pair left for their honeymoon and, when they returned, realized 
how much they liked the neighborhood with its mature trees, the 
right price point and a top-notch West Des Moines school system. 
Jeff knocked on the potential neighbor’s door to ask about the 
neighborhood and was enthusiastically told all about the benefits. Jeff, 
who is a renovator, thought they could turn the home around.

“I had a feeling — with a great vision, we could redo this place to be 
our own,” he says.

After confirming their decision, the couple moved in 2019 to begin the 
renovations. But before they began, they invited new neighbors over on 
closing day to a “spill the wine” party, where folks could write things on 
the wall and have fun without worrying about messing up the place. 

“We felt so welcomed by our neighbors,” says Gabby. “It was a great 
way to get to know them.”

Jeff and his father, Doug, began the renovation. Working with the 
split level open concept, they wanted an open kitchen but still separate 
rooms with livable sections. When designing the space, options to 
entertain family and friends in their dining room space was a necessity. 

Since Gabby was expecting a baby, they wanted places for toys. She 
didn’t need a traditional “toy room” but desired spaces where they could 
tuck a few toys in each room.

They tore out all the “gross” carpet and a wet bar. The honey oak 
cabinets in the kitchen were replaced with white and slate blue colors. 
Heavy oak railings were replaced with sleek black metal, creating a 
more open look between the levels.

When Gabby and Jeff Fisher looked at a 
home in Barrington Estates in West Des 
Moines, they thought the house looked 
a little too “1990-ish.” With honey oak 
trim and a split level layout, they weren’t 
sold on the dated look and design. After 
all, Gabby, who is a real estate agent, 
could easily search for the right home.

Into a new century
Makeover transforms 1990s feel into a modern vibe.

Jeff and Gabby Fisher, along with their daughters, Leona, 2, and 
Rose, 7 months, enjoy the family room which now features brickwork 
and white cabinets around the focal-point fireplace instead of the 
wood-finish shelving that had dominated the room. Photo by Jackie 
Wilson 

BEFORE
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LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
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Our expert craftsmen 
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to reality.
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Jeff says that the greatest cost for a remodel is 
typically the countertops and cabinets; however, 
since he did it himself, they saved a lot of money. 
The couple brought in licensed electricians and 
plumbers to finish the other work. 

“They did all the intricate trim work and 
painting,” she says.

Since Gabby was pregnant, she helped with the 
wall papering but didn’t do a lot of physically 
demanding work. Instead, Jeff consulted her on 
design details. 

“I executed some of the vision,” she says. “But 
Jeff is way better at the overall vision.”

Supplies were plentiful, and the only surprise 
during the process was finding an air duct 
needed to be relocated when adding the 
screened-in porch.

During the renovation, the family lived in Jeff ’s 
parents’ home, since the snowbirds lived in 
Arizona for the winter. Gabby says, by not living 
in her home during the renovation, the process 
was easier.

The family hired a designer, LT Design, to finish 
the design work. Then, Gabby went into the 

hospital to have her baby. 

“The designer had it all done by the time I 
got out of the hospital,” she says. “The timing 
couldn’t have been better.”

Finally, when the place was done nearly four 
months later, the COVID pandemic had just hit. 
They delayed their housewarming party until last 
Christmas, when they hosted a “holiday hop” 
— where folks go from home to home viewing 
holiday decorations — with their neighbors.

As a real estate agent, Gabby is in tune with what 
potential homebuyers seek in a home. Kitchen 
décor is a huge selling point. 

“The first thing people ask is how do we change 
the cabinets. Then I inquire about how long they 
plan to live there. Sometimes paint and hardware 
changes are the most cost effective,” she suggests.

The couple has witnessed new construction, 
but appreciates the older home qualities of 
mature trees. The Fishers appreciate their West 
Des Moines location, which is close to many 
amenities. Gabby is also thankful for Jeff ’s 
expertise. 

“Thank God he’s in the industry. A typical 

homeowner might feel overwhelmed with all 
that’s going on,” she says. “I never liked splits 
(split level homes) but it’s all open and Jeff made 
it work.” 

Next up, the couple hopes to complete new 
landscaping in the backyard. Whatever Jeff does, 
it’s only one thing at a time. 

“I’m not about to sit around in something 
unfinished,” he says. “You have to have a lot of 
patience with a remodel.” n

The dining area reflects the changes made 
in the adjacent kitchen, with the modern 
railing between them. The modern lines of the 
furniture and white walls bring an airiness to 
the area and make the transition from kitchen 
to dining area seamless.
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Andrew and Chantel Boyd bought 
their house on N.W. 60th Avenue in 
Johnston a little more than a year ago. 
They were excited to get settled in their 
new place with their daughter, Paislee, 
8, on Memorial Day 2021. 

“We chose the house because it is on the 
same block as her elementary school,” 
Chantel said.  “We love the school 
system. But our home was old, and the 
residents before had clutter and filth 
everywhere. And our ‘Honey do’ list was 
a mile long.”

When hail hit in July, the Boyds decided to just bite the 
bullet and take on a full renovation, top to bottom, inside 
and out. With hired contractors and their own sweat equity, 
they conquered everything on their wish list for the home’s 
interior after finishing the exterior with new paint, roof and 

The biggest project the Boyds undertook was transforming their kitchen. 
Refinished cabinets, new backsplash and new appliances were just part of the 
improvements.

homeowner might feel overwhelmed with all 
that’s going on,” she says. “I never liked splits 
(split level homes) but it’s all open and Jeff made 
it work.” 

Next up, the couple hopes to complete new 
landscaping in the backyard. Whatever Jeff does, 
it’s only one thing at a time. 

“I’m not about to sit around in something 
unfinished,” he says. “You have to have a lot of 
patience with a remodel.” n

The dining area reflects the changes made 
in the adjacent kitchen, with the modern 
railing between them. The modern lines of the 
furniture and white walls bring an airiness to 
the area and make the transition from kitchen 
to dining area seamless.
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gutters. They also replaced the garage door 
and added cedar wood accents to the home’s 
exterior, including shutters, deck skirting, 
flower boxes and flower beds. 

Their vision required some smart thinking as 
their little house is only 744 square feet.

“Paislee and her father are artists, so they’re 
always creating,” Chantel said. “I’m just crafty. 
So containing my craftiness and their art and 
our overall clutter takes a lot of creativity in a 
tiny home like we have.”

The biggest project on their list was the 
kitchen. They hated the paint color in the 
room, and Chantel admits she despised the 

ugly, outdated tiles in the kitchen backsplash. 
Tiles by Rich Grimes installed the new bright 
white subway tile, and they added new butcher 
block countertops, refaced the cabinets, 
changed the hardware and bought a complete 
new kitchen appliance package. 

In the bathroom, the couple chose tile, shiplap, 
a vanity, countertops, medicine cabinet, and 
trim and paint. They put in new light fixtures 
in the entire house with modern farmhouse 
styling and an additional light fixture added 
to the front room where there wasn’t one. In 
the garage, they removed an old loft, put in a 
workbench and insulation, and installed new 
electrical wiring and epoxy floors. 

“DIY shows filled the time during quarantine 
during COVID. That gave us our vision. We 
chose friends or referrals from friends when 
choosing people to do the work. The process 
was professional and painless. We learned a lot 
about home maintenance, too,” Chantel said.

Andrew is a graphic artist, and Chantel had a 
vision for the home. They run a creative agency 
together, so coming up with ideas was the easy 
part, she said. 

“My advice is research, take your time, do what 
you can, but hire out what you can’t — and get 
good referrals,” Chantel said. “The best thing 
is, after all the work we did, our house literally 
doubled in value from what we bought it for.”

They are loving the results. 

“I feel accomplished and blessed,” Chantel 
says. “We had a vision, we worked toward it 
together, and we used our heads and hearts to 
make our dreams come true — with lots of 
help.” nChantel Boyd did not like the old-fashioned backsplash in the kitchen, so she hired 

professionals to have modern white tile installed.

Andrew and Chantel Boyd did extensive work on the exterior of their house, including painting, new roof and gutters, and cedar accents.

BEFORE

BEFORE
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ugly, outdated tiles in the kitchen backsplash. 
Tiles by Rich Grimes installed the new bright 
white subway tile, and they added new butcher 
block countertops, refaced the cabinets, 
changed the hardware and bought a complete 
new kitchen appliance package. 

In the bathroom, the couple chose tile, shiplap, 
a vanity, countertops, medicine cabinet, and 
trim and paint. They put in new light fixtures 
in the entire house with modern farmhouse 
styling and an additional light fixture added 
to the front room where there wasn’t one. In 
the garage, they removed an old loft, put in a 
workbench and insulation, and installed new 
electrical wiring and epoxy floors. 

“DIY shows filled the time during quarantine 
during COVID. That gave us our vision. We 
chose friends or referrals from friends when 
choosing people to do the work. The process 
was professional and painless. We learned a lot 
about home maintenance, too,” Chantel said.

Andrew is a graphic artist, and Chantel had a 
vision for the home. They run a creative agency 
together, so coming up with ideas was the easy 
part, she said. 

“My advice is research, take your time, do what 
you can, but hire out what you can’t — and get 
good referrals,” Chantel said. “The best thing 
is, after all the work we did, our house literally 
doubled in value from what we bought it for.”

They are loving the results. 

“I feel accomplished and blessed,” Chantel 
says. “We had a vision, we worked toward it 
together, and we used our heads and hearts to 
make our dreams come true — with lots of 
help.” n

Andrew and Chantel Boyd did extensive work on the exterior of their house, including painting, new roof and gutters, and cedar accents.
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